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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kawasato et 
al. (6,004,018). Kawasato et al. discloses a method for producing a craft project, the 
method comprising: displaying a graphical workspace on a display screen (fig. 6); 
placing a plurality of images in the graphical workspace for inclusion in the craft project; 
producing a composite image from the plurality of images in the workspace; and 
converting the composite image into instructional information used to produce the craft 
project (col. 6, lines 35-39). 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Weinreich (4,621 ,443). Weinreich discloses a method for producing a craft project, the 
method comprising: displaying a graphical workspace on a display screen (fig. 1); 
placing a plurality of images in the graphical workspace for inclusion in the craft project; 
producing a composite image from the plurality of images in the workspace; and 
converting the composite image into instructional information used to produce the craft 
project (col. 11, lines 16-19 and 57-59). 

Claims 1 , 3, and 8-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated 
by Goldberg et al. (6,196,146). In regard to claims 1, 3, and 8-12, Goldberg et al. 
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discloses a method for producing a craft project, the method comprising: displaying a 
graphical workspace on a display screen; placing a plurality of images in the graphical 
workspace for inclusion in the craft project; producing a composite image from the 
plurality of images in the workspace; and converting the composite image into 
instructional information used to produce the craft project (col. 3, lines 34-41). 

In regard to claims 13-16, Goldberg et al. discloses a method for producing a 
craft project, the method comprising: transmitting a Web page to a client system, the 
Web page producing a graphical workspace on a display screen of the client system 
and enabling the user of the client system to produce a composite image from a plurality 
of images; receiving the composite image from the client system over a network; and 
converting the composite image into instructional information for use in generating the 
craft project (fig. 2 and fig. 3). 

In regard to claims 17-20, Goldberg et al. discloses a network comprising a client 
system connected to a server system, the client system executing browser software for 
accessing a Web page hosted by the server system, the Web page producing graphical 
workspace on a screen display at the client system when downloaded from the server 
system, the Web page enabling the user of the client system to generate a composite 
image from a plurality of images placed into the graphical workspace by the user, the 
client system transmitting the composite image to the server system for conversion into 
instructional information for producing a craft project (fig. 3 and fig. 4). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Kawasato et al. (6,004,018) in view of Brundige (4,310,313). In regard to claim 4, 

Kawasato et al. does not disclose mapping each thread position to a pixel of the 

composite image and associating the thread position with a color of the pixel. Brundige 

does disclose mapping each thread position to a pixel of the composite image and 

associating the thread position with a color of the pixel (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). 
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Mapping each thread position to a pixel of the composite image and associating the 
thread position with a color of the pixel provides easily understood and accurate 
instructional information. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Kawasato et al.'s device to map each 
thread position to a pixel of the composite image and associating the thread position 
with a color of the pixel as taught by Brundige in order to provide easily understood and 
accurate instructional information. 

In regard to claim 5, Kawasato et al. does not disclose mapping each thread 
position to a thread type based on the color of the associated thread position. Brundige 
does disclose mapping each thread position to a thread type based on the color of the 
associated thread position (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). Mapping each thread position to 
a thread type based on the color of the associated thread position provides easily 
understood and accurate instructional information. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Kawasato et 
al.'s device to map each thread position to a thread type based on the color of the 
associated thread position as taught by Brundige in order to provide easily understood 
and accurate instructional information. 

In regard to claim 6, Kawasato et al. does not disclose that symbols are to be 
assigned to thread colors and associated with thread positions in a needlecraft pattern. 
Brundige does disclose that symbols are to be assigned to thread colors and associated 
with thread positions in a needlecraft pattern (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). Assigning 
symbols to thread colors and associating them with thread positions in a needlecraft 
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pattern provides easily understood and accurate instructional information. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Kawasato et al.'s device to include assigning symbols to thread colors and 
associating them with thread positions in a needle craft pattern as taught by Brundige in 
order to provide easily understood and accurate instructional information. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Weinreich (4,621,443) in view of Brundige (4,310,313). In regard to claim 4, Weinreich 
does not disclose mapping each thread position to a pixel of the composite image and 
associating the thread position with a color of the pixel. Brundige does disclose 
mapping each thread position to a pixel of the composite image and associating the 
thread position with a color of the pixel (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). Mapping each thread 
position to a pixel of the composite image and associating the thread position with a 
color of the pixel provides easily understood and accurate instructional information. It 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to modify Weinreich's device to map each thread position to a pixel of the 
composite image and associating the thread position with a color of the pixel as taught 
by Brundige in order to provide easily understood and accurate instructional information. 

In regard to claim 5, Weinreich does not disclose mapping each thread position 
to a thread type based on the color of the associated thread position. Brundige does 
disclose mapping each thread position to a thread type based on the color of the 
associated thread position (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). Mapping each thread position to 
a thread type based on the color of the associated thread position provides easily 
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understood and accurate instructional information. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Weinreich's 
device to map each thread position to a thread type based on the color of the 
associated thread position as taught by Brundige in order to provide easily understood 
and accurate instructional information. 

In regard to claim 6, Weinreich does not disclose that symbols are to be assigned 
to thread colors and associated with thread positions in a needlecraft pattern. Brundige 
does disclose that symbols are to be assigned to thread colors and associated with 
thread positions in a needlecraft pattern (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). Assigning symbols 
to thread colors and associating them with thread positions in a needlecraft pattern 
provides easily understood and accurate instructional information. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
modify Weinreich's device to include assigning symbols to thread colors and associating 
them with thread positions in a needle craft pattern as taught by Brundige in order to 
provide easily understood and accurate instructional information. 

Claims 4-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Goldberg et al. (6,196,146) in view of Brundige (4,310,313). In regard to claim 4, 
Goldberg et al. does not disclose mapping each thread position to a pixel of the 
composite image and associating the thread position with a color of the pixel. Brundige 
does disclose mapping each thread position to a pixel of the composite image and 
associating the thread position with a color of the pixel (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). 
Mapping each thread position to a pixel of the composite image and associating the 
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thread position with a color of the pixel provides easily understood and accurate 
instructional information. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to modify Goldberg et al.'s device to map each 
thread position to a pixel of the composite image and associating the thread position 
with a color of the pixel as taught by Brundige in order to provide easily understood and 
accurate instructional information. 

In regard to claim 5, Goldberg et al. does not disclose mapping each thread 
position to a thread type based on the color of the associated thread position. Brundige 
does disclose mapping each thread position to a thread type based on the color of the 
associated thread position (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). Mapping each thread position to 
a thread type based on the color of the associated thread position provides easily 
understood and accurate instructional information. It would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Goldberg et 
al.'s device to map each thread position to a thread type based on the color of the 
associated thread position as taught by Brundige in order to provide easily understood 
and accurate instructional information. 

In regard to claim 6, Goldberg et al. does not disclose that symbols are to be 
assigned to thread colors and associated with thread positions in a needlecraft pattern. 
Brundige does disclose that symbols are to be assigned to thread colors and associated 
with thread positions in a needlecraft pattern (fig. 2, col. 2, lines 61-67). Assigning 
symbols to thread colors and associating them with thread positions in a needlecraft 
pattern provides easily understood and accurate instructional information. It would have 
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been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Goldberg et al.'s device to include assigning symbols to thread colors and 
associating them with thread positions in a needle craft pattern as taught by Brundige in 
order to provide easily understood and accurate instructional information. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 7 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: claim 7 
specifically requires that the instructional information indicate which of those threads 
that are part of the craft project correspond to threads currently possessed by a craft 
worker. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brian K Kauffman whose telephone number is (703)605- 
4933. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F every week. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Calvert can be reached on (703)305-1025. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



BKK 




Peter Nerbun 
Primary Examiner 



